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November 25, 2003 Examiner: Edwanis, Newton O. 

MULTICOMPONENT FIBER INCLUDING A LUM INESCENT COLORANT 



Mail Slop Aniendiricnt 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223J3-1450 



RESPONSF. TO kESTRICTKON REQIJlREIVIEN'r 



This is in response to the Office Action dated October 13, 2004, in which the Examiner has 
required restriction between Gronp I, namely Claims 1-24, 29 and 30, Group 11, luvmejy Ckiims 31- 
34, Group 1 If, namely Claims 25, 26, 27, and 28, Group IV, namely Claims 31-34, and Gronp V, 
namely Claims 35, 36, 37, and 38. Applicants hereby provisionally elect with traverse to prosecute 
the claims of Group II (Claims 31-34, drawn to a sheath-core fiber) and expressly reserve the right 
to file divisiojial applications or lake such other appropriate measures deemed necessary to protect 
tlie invenfions in the remaining claims. 

Applicants note that Group 11 and Group IV list the same claims. Thus, for purposes oTtiris 
response. Applicants have ignored Group IV and have focused on the remaining four groups. 

There appears to be an election of species requirement related to Group If, although the 
species election is identi fiecl as pertaitiiog to Graup IJI iji the Office Action. It appeiirs that the 
election of specias is required as to the type of colorant in Claim 31 and an eU^lion is required with 
respect to the list of polymeric materials appearing in Claim 34. In order to be fully responsive. 
Applicants elect phosphorescent colorant in Claim 31 and nylon 6 in Claim 34. Applicantfii note that 
consideration of additional species should take place upon allowance of a generic claim fus provided 
by 37 C.RR. §M4L Currently, Claim 31 is generic in Graup U. 

AppUcants tiraverse the rc^riction requirement in part. Specifically, Applicants note that 
Claims 31-34, which are drawn to a sheath-core fiber, represent a sub-embodiment of independent 
Claim I of Group L As such, it is not believed that search and cxaminaMon of Group I and Group II 
together would pose a serious burden to the Examiner. In essence. Claims 3 1 -34 represent a 
particular structural species of the multicomponent fiber of Group I, particularly Claim L As a 
result, Applicants respectfully request treating CUiims 31-34 as an elected species of Group I. and 
thus combining Group \ and Group IT for pxirposes of examination with the underetanding that 
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Reply io Resh ictiori Requirement of October 13, 2004 

iuiclilional species would be also examined if a generic claim, such as Claim I , was found to be 
allowable. , 

Additionally, Applicants respectfiilly objecl to the separation of Group I f and Group 111. 
Group III, namely Claims 25-28, are also drawn to a sheath and core fiber wherein the sheath 
comprises a non-Kiminesceni: polymej* coniix»aent and the core compi iscs I he "second polymeric 
component":, which is defined in Claim 1 as comprising at least one luminescent colorant. Although 
Claim 3 1 si>ecifics that the core comprises at leiust one fluorescent or phosphoi-csccnt colorant, it is 
understood in the ai t that fluorescent and phosphorescent colorants are examples of luminescent 
coloranis. Further, in the specification, the term luminescent coloiant is delincd as encompassing 
fluorescent colorants and phosphorescent colorants. Thus, the claims of Group TT are actually a 
species of the invention claimed in Group 111. Accordingly, it is not believed that examination of 
Groups 11 and III would be a serious burden to the Examiner and should logically be examined 
togetlier sinc^e l-n^th gronps pertain to sheath/coie fibers with a luminescent core. 

Should the Examiner have further questions or comments with respect to examijiation of this 
case, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner telephone the undersigned so that further 
examination of this applicalion can be expedited. 

It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are required, 
beyond those, which may othei-wise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper. 
However, in the event that iidditional extensions of time are necessary to allow consideration of this 
paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned under 37 CFR g 1 .136(a), and any fee required 
therefore (including fees for net addi tion of chiims) is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 16-0605. 
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